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WEST VIRGINIA'S SPRUCE FORESTS ARE NOT ENDANGERED! 

il articles in the Charleston Gazelle and the Elkins Inter- Mountain eoncemmg ihe 
of West Virginia's red spruce foresis are misleading and need clarification ne 

VI Ifc I - - I _„ ^ C _1,1 GLlUin 


Jestroved much of these forests. Repeated fires destroyed seed sources and small spruce 
trees |ca in the logging operations that would have renewed the spruce tore sis, Qlten trie 
thjcfc organic soil was burned down to bedrock- Origins of many wild fires were 
associated with steam powered logging equipment, bui other factors also played a role, 
For example A, B, Brooks, m the book "Forest and Wood Industries” published ia 1911 * 
describes a destructive Gm that spread from the campfire of Confederate scouts on the 
Roaring Plains of Randolph Couni y that later became enlarged hv repeated fires to 
encompass part of four counties along the Allegheny Mountains. .Dr. Roy Clarkson in his 
excellent book "Tumuli on the Mountains'' points out that after logging, stockmen burned 
many lugged areas in the hopes of converting diem to pasture. In 1908 it wm estimated 
that mote than 10 percent of the whole state was burned over. Thus, the original acreage 
of spruce forests was reduced from about 500,000 acres down to present day estimates of 
less than 50.000 acres. 

A review of the history and use of red spruce forests is important to understand how they 
should be managed today. The range of red spruce extends all the way from the Maritime 
Provinces of Canada south into New York, eastern Pennsylvania and along the 
Appalachian Mountains to North Carolina. Although red spruce reaches its best 
development in the Southern Appalachian region, it has always been restricted to a 
.’ lively small area, occurring at higher elevations in the Appalachian Mountains. In 
Wes *p™ce forests occur primarily above 3400 feet in elevation. Beginning in 

• r.c Ute 1800 s, spruce was one of the most sought after timber trees in West Virginia Its 
4 w “ »>li is used for construction lumber, pacer, and musical m«n,„. D „,-i 






Vualnia ate healthy and can he highly pndnctfv'. Slate Former William R. Ma«y 
reports ihnl recent forest inventories indicate thm the volume or red spruce n p 
his increased 7 percent between 1989-1995. 

In addition to continued fire protection, one of the best options tor merging the acreage 
oT - rCL | spruce is the prudent use of harvesting methods that encourage spruce aeedling 
regeneration. Another excellent opportunity to expand the spruce forest type occurs 
where there is established red spruce growing under the canopy of hardwood trees. 
Removing the hardwoods releases the spruce 30 it con occupy the are* Red spruce 
seedlings often become established in dense shade, bin need nearly full sunlight lor best 
development once they reach the sapling stage. Where seed sources exist, dense patches 
af young spruce trees often become established along roads and trails. This (ran can be 
readily observed along US Route 250 between Elk ms and Durbin on top of Cheat 
Mountain, the potential for area expansion of spruce forests is better than in the post 
since forest fires which were a major factor in the drastic reduction of the original spruce 
forests are now less of a rhreiiL The Hie hazard in natural spruce forests is quite low. 


Revision of the Endangered Species Act, referred to os the Endangered Species Recovery 
Act of 1997, will enable these forests on both public and private land to be actively 
managed to better protect both the spruce forests and the species that inhabit them. 
Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt as well as both Democratic and Republican leadership in 
the United States Senate support this rewrite of the endangered species legislation. Every 
effort should be made to protect and care hilly manage existing spruce forests; and. when 
foible, expand the area in red spruce forests so they can reoccupy their former range 
Wc support the rewrite of ESA, in part, because it provides a variety of incentives to 
landowners to conserve species and habitat Simply locking up the remaining spruce 
: rc ^ under the guise of protection fails to recognize the differences in the forest 
t ^Q-itiiion of the past and the potential benefits of scientifically based forest 
management of today and beyond. 


'' :r v lr *" 1la ' s *p™« Crests are nut endangered, but they are important habitat for 
... .jng, red specie*. This is cleanly a case where active, responsible forest mameenumt » 

* ,is ' ei ’ endanBered spec “ 

* «***■ “ d tfhair elcc ' o( ,hc 






